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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed on 07/20/2007 has been entered and considered by the 
examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 45-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kayser 
(U.S. Patent 6,089,453). 

As to claim 45, Kayser discloses a system comprising (system of Fig. 2): 
a network (communication network, 27); and 

electronic devices (20), a plurality of said electronic devices (20) each 
comprising: 

a network interface (31) to said network (27): 

an electronic persistent visual display (156) mounted at said electronic device 
(col. 46, lines 47-48). 

Said electronic persistent visual display having an input (C, conductor), said 
electronic persistent visual display configured to provide a visual label display (Fig. 17a, 
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317) which persists indefinitely The information on the label can be changed see Fig. 
18b) . Until updated by an input signal at said input (col. 12, lines 12-18 and col. 68, 
lines 55-61); 

At least one operational element (1 58); and 

A processor (146) configured to operate said at least one operational element 
(col. 66, lines 21-23); 

Said processor configured to store information regarding said electronic device 
(the processor stores the display tag address, col. 66, lines 38-43); and 

Said processor configured to, in response to a predetermined state (start-up), 
provide an update input signal (product information) at said electronic persistent visual 
display input (20), said update input signal comprising selected said information 
regarding said electronic device stored by said processor (software initialization, col. 13, 
lines 37-42 and col. 69, lines 35-41 ), said update signal to update said visual label 
display of said electronic persistent visual display (col. 12, lines 12-14). 

As to claim 46, Kayser teaches wherein said predetermined state (start-up) of 
said processor of said at least one electronic device (20) comprises a power-on and/or 
reset of said electronic device (col. 26, lines 59-60). 

As to claim 47, Kayser teaches wherein said processor of each of said plurality 
of electronic devices comprises: 
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a programmable computer processor (col. 68, lines 63-67) and said 
predetermined state (power-on self-test) of said processor comprises completion of an 
update to computer readable program code (displaying the received data packet) of 
said programmable computer processor (col. 69, lines 14-19). 

As to claim 48, Kayser teaches wherein said processor (146) of each of said 
plurality of electronic devices (20) additionally is configured to update said information 
regarding said electronic device stored by said processor (col. 68, lines 37-46) with 
status information (new look up table) related to said update to computer readable 
program code of said programmable computer processor (col. 26, lines 46-56), and said 
processor update signal selected information comprises at least said status information 
(col. 26, lines 46-49). 

As to claim 49, Kayser teaches wherein said processor of each of said plurality 
of electronic devices comprises: 

programmable logic (display driver, 158) and said predetermined state of said 
processor comprises completion of an update to said programmable logic (252, col. 69, 
lines 17-19). 

As to claim 50, Kayser teaches wherein said processor of each of said plurality 
of electronic devices additionally is configured: 



» 
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to update said information regarding said electronic device stored by said 
processor (col. 26, lines 46-50) with a version number of said updated to said 

♦ 

programmable logic (new display tag to be added), and said processor update signal 
selected information (look-up table) comprises at least said version number of said 
update to said programmable logic (252, col. 69, lines 17-19). 

As to claim 51, Kayser teaches wherein said predetermined state of said 
processor comprises: 

a state achieved (steps 1344 through 1347, fig. 13e) in response to an indication 
of completion (new display tag) of an engineering change to said electronic device 
(adding a display tag, col. 27, lines 39-41 and lines 55-57). 

As to claim 52, Kayser teaches wherein said processor of each of said plurality 
of electronic devices additionally is configured: 

to update said information regarding said electronic device stored by said 
processor (col. 68, lines 37-43) with an engineering change number of said engineering 
change to said electronic device (1344, fig. 13e), and said processor update signal 
selected information comprises at least said engineering change number of said 
engineering change (col. 68, lines 40-46), (steps 1344-1347). 

As to claim 53, Kayser teaches wherein said predetermined state of said 
processor comprises: 
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a state achieved (step 1344 through 1347) in response to an indication of a 
change to said at least one operational element (new tag setup, col. 27, lines 55-57). 

As to claim 54, Kayser teaches wherein said processor of each of said plurality 
of electronic devices additionally is configured: 

to update said information regarding said electronic device stored by said 
processor (col. 68, lines 37-43) with status information related to said change to said at 
least one operational element (1344, fig. 13e), and said processor update signal 
selected information comprises at least said status information (col. 68, lines 40-46). 

As to claim 55, Kayser teaches wherein said predetermined state of said 
processor comprises a state achieved (steps 1344 through 1347) in response to a 
signal received at said network interface (new tag setup, col. 27, lines 55-57, col. 18, 
lines 1-7, col. 68, lines 40-46). 

As to claim 56, Kayser teaches wherein said processor of each of said plurality 
of electronic devices additionally is configured to select (address which matches its 
stored address) said information stored by said processor in accordance with said 
signal received at said network interface (col. 18, lines 1-7, col. 68, lines 40-46). 



I 

1 

Application/Control Number: 10/799,461 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2629 

As to claim 57, Kayser teaches wherein said system comprises an automated 
data storage library (162), and wherein said electronic devices (20) comprise electronic 
devices of said automated data storage library (col. 66, lines 60-64). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on 7/20/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

On page 8, paragraph 2, the applicant argues that Kayser does not teach or 
suggest among other features, an operational element of an electronic device operated 
by a processor configured to operate said at least one operational element. Kayser 
clearly teaches an operational element, display driver, which operates a display of an 
electronic device controlled by a CPU to show information such as barcode, price, or 
description of an item or merchandise. 

On Page 9, paragraph 2, the applicant argues that Kayser provides no 
operational element of each electronic device. Kayser clearly teaches the display driver, 
which is an operational element that operates the display of each tag. 

On Page 9, paragraph 2, the applicant mentions that claimed displays are of 
information regarding said electronic device. Kayser still reads on the claims that the 
displays of the tags are to display information such as barcode, price, or description, 
which is assigned to the electronic devices of selected item or merchandise. 

On Page 9, paragraph 3, the applicant argues that Kayser teaches away from 
applicant's claim of "said processor configured to, in response to a predetermined state 
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(start-up), provide an update input signal (product information) at said electronic 
persistent visual display input (20), said update input signal comprising selected said 
information regarding said electronic device stored by said processor (software 
initialization, col. 13, lines 37-42 and col. 69, lines 35-41). Kayser clearly teaches that 
at initialization/start-up the tag is ready to begin monitoring the conductor to determine 
whether an information pack, such as a product information as arrived from the area 
controller. Once the information pack has arrived the tag compares the received 
information address to the address of the tag and if the information packet is for the tag 
the tag identifies and executes the necessary action associated with the received 
information packet. 

On Page 10, paragraph 1, applicant argues that Kayser does not teach or 
mention providing information regarding each of particular electronic devices where the 
display is part of the particular electronic device. Kayser clearly teaches each of the 
electronic devices, tags, have a display associated with them to display information on 
the tag. 

On page 10, paragraph 2, applicant argues that Kayser does not teach or 
mention a system comprising: a network and electronic devices, a plurality of said 
electronic devices each comprising a network interface to said network. Kayser clearly 
teaches a communication network in which a system controller communicates with the 
display tags through area controller. The system controller is also connected to an in- 
store computer to receive updated information regarding the electronic devices. 
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Applicant argues that Kayser teaches away from applicant's updating a display in 
response to a predetermined state of the processor at each electronic device. Kayser 
clearly teaches at initialization/start-up the tag is ready to begin monitoring the 
conductor to determine whether an information pack, such as a product information as 
arrived from the area controller. Once the information pack has arrived the tag 
compares the received information address to the address of the tag and if the 
information packet is for the tag the tag identifies and executes the necessary action 
associated with the received information packet. 

On Page 13, paragraph 3, applicant argues that Kayser teaches away from 
applicant's updating a display wherein the selection is made by the processor at each 
electronic device. Kayser clearly teaches when the switch is triggered, processor 
captures the address and associated information data and initiating the normal run 
mode in the display tag, where the display tag will continuously display the information 
data which is contained in the memory of the display tag until it receives an updated 
information. 

On Page 1 3, paragraph 4, applicant argues that Kayser is unrelated to an 
automated data storage library. Kayser clearly teaches an automated data storage 
library where the addresses of the tags are stored. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pegeman Karimi whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1712. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00am - 5:00pm 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanh Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7772. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Pegeman Karimi 
October 12, 2007 



CHANH D. NGUYEIW 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




